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EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD
Preface
Western Area hereupon reported is to the west of Tell Songor A, where the flat top of this mound swells a
little more than surroundings. We found badly damaged structural remains of mud bricks within the limits
of the excavated area (XIX-XXII-16, 17, XXII-15, Fig. 1-1).
In the course of the search for these remains, we found small shards of the Early Dynastic Period
including "Scarlet Ware" (XXII-16, 17) and a pendant (XX-16) from the surface soil of the grids. We
thought that these objects should suggest the period of the structural remains. Besides, we found two
shards of the "Scarlet Ware" that might be dated to the Early Dynastic I Period in the Northern Area
(VI-21, Df-23).
Stratigraphy
According to a deep sounding at the western corner of the grid XXI-16 (Fig. 1-3), the lowest layer is
composed of reddish brown, claylike soil and brown sand which is full of ash. This layer could be suited to
the deposit accumulated in the holes in the Central Area. It contains many fragments of Halaf pottery.
On this layer is the badly damaged structural remains of mud bricks. Above the brown, sandy layer mixed
with silt and ash, the structural remains were dug into the grayish brown layer mixed together with chaff
and fragments of mud brick. From the bottom of the hole that is seen on the section, two stone vessels
were found. The outermost layer was of reddish brown, sandy soil.
Structural remains
We had no sooner removed the outermost layer and we could see some pits, such as the examples from
grids XX-16, 17, and the ranges of the mud bricks (Fig. 1-1 and PL 1-a). We could not define the
character of these pits. The mud bricks had a 40x20x8 cm figure, and contained many grits. Their
colour were gray with a greenish tint. From the example of grid XX-16 that were relatively in fair
preservation, we could see the three rows of bricks like a part of building walls. The piling method of the
bricks vaires with every step, and longitudinal axes of the three-layer bricks were arranged up and down to
cross at right angles with one another.
Some parts of the insides surrounded by the ranges of the mud bricks have a distribution of bluish
green coloured soil similar to that of the floor remains (XK, XX-16). And burnt animal bones and pieces of
charcoal could also be found there (XX-16). These findings might have assumed the condition of the
bottom of the pit dug from above.
The form of this structural remains bears some resemblance to those of tombs excavated at Kheit
Qasim I site (Early Dynastic I) in the Hamrin area by the French Archaeological Mission. But in the case
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1. Mud-Brick Remains, Early Dynastic Period, Westeam Area (XX-16, 17), Tell Songor A
90 m—L3/
3. Section, Westeam Area (XXI-16),
Tell Songor A
1. reddish brown, sandy soil
2. dark brown, sandy soil with clay
3. grayish brown soil
4 brown, sandy soil
5. reddish brown, claylike soil with sand and ash
D siruclural remains of mud bricks and fragments
of Ihe bricks
2. Mud-Brick Remains, Early Dynastic Period (£
Southern Area (XXVI11-20), Tell Songor A
Kig. 1 Mud-Brick Remains, Early Dynastic Period. Tell Songor A
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of Tell Songor A, we never found clear traces of interments as at the Kheit Qasim T site. For the
restricted data from Tell Songor A, it could be hard to expect that the practice of the secondary burial
resulted in emptying of the tombs as was suggested at Kheit Qasim I Site.
Judging from the size, quality and the direction of the range of mud bricks it should be pointed out that
the structural remains found from the upper layer of the Southern Area (XXVIII-20) could belong to the
same period as the ones of the Western Area (Fig. 1-2 and PL 1-b).
In the Western Area of Tell Songor A we could not find Archaeological remains which surely associate with
the structural ramains of the mud bricks. The following is the report on the findings from all the
researched areas of Tell Songor A which seem to be dated toward the Early Dynastic Period.
1. Mouth to shoulder part of the "Scarlet Ware" jar found from grid IX-23. The rim diameter
restored is 12 cm. The paste contains much fine grit and wheel made. The plum red colour of
the designs resembles that of the pottery from Tell Gubba (Fig. 2-1 and PL 2-a).
2. Shoulder part of the "Scarlet Ware" jar found from grid VI-21. The size is unidentified. The
brown paste contains relatively a lot of fine grits and wheel made. The surface is finished by
wet-smoothing technique, and covered with clay slip. On it geometrical designs are painted (Fig.
2-2).
3. A Spouted jar found from the top soil of the grid XVII-23 together with two tubular human bones.
The presence of relative structural remains could not be made clear. The surface is rugged but
seems to have been covered with clay slip originally. An upward tubular spout is attached under a
grooved line surrounding the shoulder. The rim assumes the same form of the Early Dynastic I
pottery found from Tell Gubba (Fig. 2 -3 and PI. 2-b).
4. A conical bowl found from the grid V-20. The rim is 10.4 cm in diameter. It utterly lacks base.
Outside the body there can be seen the ribbed marks due to the wheel formation (Fig. 2-4 and PL
2-c).
5. Small goblet-shaped vessel found from the grid 111-21. It lacks rim and base. The body is 6.3
cm in maximum diameter and traces of scraping or shaping with spatula can be seen on its outside
(Fig. 2-5 and PL 2-d).
6. A white stone bead decorated with dot-in-cirdes incised on the rectangular surface, found from the
disturbed level of the grid XX-16. This seems to belong to the same type as that of Kheit Qasim
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Fig. 2 Finds from Tell Songor A, Early Dynastic Period
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There are not many remains of Halaf Peiod at Songor A. One is a grave, the other is a kiln. They were
found in the Northern Area. Besides, many large holes containing fragments of Halaf pottery were found
in the Central and West Areas. For the pottery from Central Area, we had no time to study, and Mr.
Matsumoto, K. made some drawings of them. He also took photographs of objects.
Freatures
Grave 65:
Found in Grid VI-20. This is a grave for a child. The grave was dug into the mud-brick debris of Samarra
period. The dimention and the shape of the burial pit is not clear because two sides of the grave was cut
by later graves. We only recognised an area of 0.75*0.50 m. Two pieces of pottery were found on the
body; one is an open bowl (P. 41) and the other a small jar (P. 13), both area painted. The body was lying
on its right, the head was put in the south-east, facing to the north. Only upper part of the body was
remained. The arms are bent and set in front of
the breast. The jaw-bone was apart from the . ^,
scull (Fig. 3, PL 3). There may have been other , \ ^z:Z-~~~~~~~~~~] I
graves in Halaf Period, because we found an W-""'^
almost complete painted jar (P. 7), that is one of
the finest jars at songor A, in a layer just below ""»I
the surface. I JKiln I: J f X /-
Found in Grids IV-21 and 22. Its shape is not J^-^^. ( i /
clear because of the poor reservation. Only bot- ci—*~n / \ ~\ /4S>^ h ' / I S/torn of the firing chamber is remained. Its dia- s " I I /"■
f / / \ /meter is 1.30m long and the depth remained is ~~*\\ \a « O / 7 >(
0.6 m. The side wall is strongly fired so that it is ''^S^/ AJ*^^i I I /-—---^
green to black in color. Fragments of a painted \\(/^ ^^zr \ Ibowl {P. 43) are found in it (PI. 4). I $
Holes: ~7 l/l 1
There is no remains of buildings in the Central J / /
Area. We opened twenty grids, total 320 m2,
and certified nine holes and a large depression o so cm
after removing the surface soil (Fig. 4, 5). We
dag down one hole in Grid XIX-21 and the large
Fig. 3 Grave 65
(after removing pottery)
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Fig. 4 Holes in the Central Area
la. Section of Central Area; South-west to north-east
lb. Section of Central Area; South-west to north-east
1. Surface soil
2. Grayish brown sand
containing ash
3. Grayish brown sand
4. Grayish green sand
5. Brown sand




2. Section of Central Area; South-east to north-west
Fig. 5 Sections of the Central Area
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depression in Grids XVII to XIX-24. The soil in these holes and the depression contains much Halaf
pottery, very small quantity of Samarra pottery and some other objects. We also set a deep sounding in
Grid XIX-33, eastern limit of our work, where we met subsoil water at the depth of 1.80 m below the
surface. Fragments of Halaf pottery were found here, but they were all very small and worn out. The
soil in this east, low part of the mound must be secondary sediment.
The hole in Grid XIX-21 is 2.3 m in diameter at the top level, 0.9 m deep and the bottom diameter is
2.5 m. The diameter is larger in the lower portion than that in the top, so that its sectional view is
bag-like. In Grid XIX-24, we reached the bottom of the depression at the depth of 1.2-1.5 m. The
bottom is not flat, but made up of smaller depressions, each one is about 1.3 m in diameter. The bottom of
the hole is reddish brown, compact clay, that is the virgin soil.
The filling soil is divided into two to four layers, but thier nature is not much different. One mass of
clay is found in the south comer of Grid XIX-24 (Fig. 5).
Undulation of bottom is very strong in Grids XVII-XVII-24. There are one deep hole and a shallower
depression. The deep one is 1.5 m in diameter at the upper, narrowest portion and is 1.8 m in diameter
near the bottom. The depth is 2.4 m from the top of the remained virgin soil. We could divide the filling
into many layers. They are mostly mixed, different colored soils from reddish brown to greenish brown.
Ash, blocks of clay, animal bones and carbonized objects were mixed in addition to Halaf pottery, but they
were all fragmentary and scarce. Reddish brown soil containing Halaf pottery was observed under the
layer of Early Dynastic Period in the Western Area, but it was not found in the Southern and Northern
Areas.
Judging from the shape of the holes and blocks of clay in the filling, these holes may have been dug to
get the clay itself. The characteristics of the pottery point to the time of Layer IV at Songor B. The clay
may have been used for making buildings or pottery and others.
Pottery
The pieces we show here are selected ones. They are rather supplementary to those from Songor B.
Usually Halaf pottery from Songor A contains a small quantity of fine sand. It is not wheel-thrown, but a
kind of rotating table may be used. Some pieces show scraping marks, but elaborate smoothing erased
most of them. The body or paste color is buff to orange, the surfase is wet-smoothed. Cream or white
slip is often observed. The colors of painted designs are different. They are orange, red, brown, dark
brown, black and green. Bichrome designs are not rare. We show the difference of colors only for
bichrome pieces, using all painted part and small-dotted part in this report. Recorded Halaf pottery from
Songor A does not contain many shapes. They are: 1. Jars, 2. Lids of Jars, 3. Bowls, 4. Dishes 5. Very
small bowls. Each shape has several forms. To avoid the confusion of nomenclature between Songor A
and B, we call each form attaching an alphabetic letter.
Jars (P. 1 to P. 13, Fig. 6 and 7):
A: Large jar with a flange near the mouth. This flange may receive a lid (P. 1). It is painted
outside.
B: Large jar with short, straight neck (P. 2 to p. 4). They are painted outside.
C: Large jar with high neck. The body is rather long (P. 5 and P. 6). P. 6 has two handles with a
vertical perforation at the neck. The mouth is a bit everted.
D: Small jar with swelling shoulder and short, straight neck. The rim is everted or bent outwards
(P. 7 and P.8). P. 7 is finely painted outside.
E: Small jar without neck. The body narrows to the rim with rather straight side (P. 12).
F: Very small jar with high, straight neck (P. 13). It is painted outside.
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Lids of jars (P. 14 to P. 16, Fig. 7):
P. 14 to P. 16 are lids for jars. They have flat top and slightly curbed side. They are painted on side and
top.
Bowls (P. 17 to P. 52, Fig. 7 to Fig. 10):
Bowls can be divided into four.
A: Deep bowl.
B: Deep bowl with a flange inside.
C: Open bowl with a carination in the lower part, rather straight side flares out from that point.
D: Open bowl with roundish side.
Each form can be divided according to diiference of size and shape of detail. The variances are shown
by number after alphabet.
Al: Large, deep bowl with the mouth slightly narrowing to the rim (P. 17). It is painted on both
sides.
A2: Large, deep bowl with slightly everted rim. The rim diameter is more than 25 cm. The side is
rather straight. All pieces are painted on both sides. Several horizontal lines are painted at the
rim inside, geometric designs are painted outside (P. 18-21).
A3: Medium-sized, deep bowl with everted rim. The rim diameter is around 22 cm (P. 22-24).
The difference from A2 is limited to size.
A4: Small, deep bowl with straight side and slightly everted rim. The diameter of the rim is less
than 12 cm (P. 25 and P. 26). The characteristics of the paintings are the same with Al to A3.
A5: Medium-sized, deep bowl with S-curbed side. It has roundish lower body and everted rim (P.
27-30). The diameter of the rim is around 20 cm. P. 26 has geometric designs on both sides,
but others have horizontal lines inside and geometric design outside.
A6: Small-sized, deep bowl with S-curbed side. The diameter of the rim is around 15 cm {P. 31-
33). P. 31 is plain. P. 32 and P. 33 have horizontal lines inside and geometric designs ouside.
A7: Rather deep bowl with a carination in the lower portion. The side does not flare, but the mouth
opens a bit (P. 34 and P. 35). It is painted; horizontal hues at the inner rim and geometric
designs outside.
Bl: Middle-sized bowl with straight side. It has a flange near the rim inside. The mouth is slightly
open outwards. One hole is pierced above the flange. A band is painted at the inner rim and
geometric designs are painted outside (P. 36).
B2: Small-sized bowl with a flange inside. The side slightly narrows to the mouth. A band is
painted at the rim inside and geometric designs outside (P. 37).
C: Open bowl with flaring side above a carination. There are two pieces which have this
characteristics (P. 38 and P. 39). They are plain.
Dl: Large, open bowl with the side gradually opens to the mouth from roundish lower portion. It
has ring base and thick rim. All pieces are painted on both sides (P. 40-42).
D2: Medium-sized, open bowl. The side curbes gently from bottom to rim (P. 43-46). The rim of
P. 42 is slantwise cut, but the rim of other three pieces are tapering. All are painted on both
sides.
D3: Large- to medium-sized bowl with hemispherical body. The rims are slightly everted (P. 48 and
P. 49) or simply finished (P. 47). All are painted on both sides.
D4: Large-sized, open bowl with strongly inverted rim. It is painted; horizontal lines at the inner
rim, a row of triangles at the outer rim (P. 50).
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Fig. 6 Ilalaf Pottery (P. 1-P. 11)
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Fig. 7 Halaf Pottery (P. 12 - P. 29)
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Fig. S Halaf Pottery (P. 30 - P. 41)
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Fin. 9 Halaf Pottery (P. 42 - P. 49)
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D5: Large- to medium-sized, open, shallow bowl with flattish rim end. P. 51 has geometric designs
inside, P. 52 is plain.
Dishes (P. 53, P. 55, Fig. 10):
Dishes are distinguished from lids by their rough outer surfaces and well finished, smooth inner surface.
All pieces have flat base, but side and rim is different in each. P. 53 has vertical side and simple rim, P. 54
has open side and outwards projecting rim and P. 55 has roundish side and simple rim.
Very small bowls (P. 56, P. 57, Fig. 10):
There are bowls with their mouth diameter less than 9 cm. P. 56 is deep, slightly open bowl with straight
side. P. 57 has roundish side.
Others (P. 61-P. 67, Fig. 10):
P. 9, P. 10 and P. 11 are neck and body fragments of Jar C. P. 58 and P. 59 are also body fragments of
jars. P. 60, that may be a jar fragment, has a pierced knob at the lower part. P. 61 to 63 are deep bowls,
whose mouth diameter is not clear. P. 64 is a bowl with stand. It is decorated on the bottom of the bowl.
P. 65 to P. 67 are base of Bow! D.
Designs:
There are two kinds of designs: geometric disigns and naturalistic designs. The former can be divided into
four by the method of expression. One expresses the designs by lines only (P. 1, 2, 4, 7, 13, 42 and 48
and others); one by solid painting (P. 3, 24, 50, 51, 63 and 65), many are naturalistic designs; one by lines
and fillings such as cross-hatching, horizontal lines and oblique lines (P. 9, 11, 18, 19, 29, 40, 46 and
others); the other reserved designs with other parts filled with fine waving lines (P. 61) or cross-hatching
(P. 20, 21 and 23).
Clay objects (Fig. 11)
There are fired clay objects and roundly-cut pottery fragments.
T.I: It is a spindle whirl made of fine clay. The shape is made by pressing clay by fingers. The
color is reddish brown and its weight is 6.3 g.
T.2 to T.3: They are made of Halaf pottery. The side is rubbed and verical. Both are pierced in
the center from two directions. They may be spindle whirls. T.2 weights 12.8 g, its
diameter is around 4.5 cm, the thickness is around 0.6 cm. The body is grayish brown and
black paint is remained. T.3 weights 8.5 g and its diameter is 4.9 cm, the thickness is 0.6 cm.
The body is buff. Red and black paint is remained.
T.4 and T.5: They have a hole in the center, it is, however, incomplete and their side is rather
sharp. There is a possibility that they were used for scraping or rubbing something.
T.6: It may be a lid for vessel, but we could not found a pottery vessel that fits it. The vessel
material can be other thing. The outer surface is wet-smoothed and the inner surface is
scraped and smoothed. The side is finished by spatula polishing. Its body is yellowish brown,
and the surface is whitish.
T.7: It is a miniature vessel with bowl shape. The surface is worn out.
T.8: It is a fragment of ring-shaped object. The base is thickened inside, and tapered to the top.
The height is 2.4 cm. It looks like a scraper for potter, as Mr. Ii, H. studied {Ii 1991,
"Potter's tool in Mesopotamia" in Al-Rafidan Vol. 12, in Japanese), but the reddish brown
painting inside may show that this piece is an ornament, perhaps a bangle. The outer surface
is worn out.
T.9: It is a cylindrical object usually called "peg". Its top is cup-shaped and the base is rather
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Fig. 11 Clay Objects
sharpened. The surface is smoothed by a spatula horizontally. The body is gray in color and
the surface, including the bottom of the cup, is slipped and whitish red. Only the sharpened
base lacks the slip, which is worn out perhaps by use.
Stone objects (Fig. 12)
S.I to S.3: They are stone vessels. S.I is the largest, its mouth diameter is 8.2 cm and the height
is 10.2 cm. It has flattish base, semi-spherical body and sharp carinated shoulder. The body
wall is farely thick, but is thin at the shoulder. The rim is out-spread and thick. The material
is semi-transparent, white stone with pale gray striations. The outer surface is roughly cut,
then polished. We can seen fine scratches caused by polishing. The inner hollowing is done
by a rotating device, yielding regular circles and smooth shape. S.2 is made of gray limestone.
Its shape is similar to S.I, but the rim is small. The diameter of the mouth is 8.8 cm. The
height may be around 6 cm. S.3 is the smallest one. The mouth diameter is 6.8 cm and the
height is 4.6 cm. It is made of black stone with cream striations. It also has thick body wall,
carinated shoulder, and everted rim.
S.4: It is a flat stone with a ditch. The ditch is 1 cm in width, 0.3 cm in depth. It may be a
polisher to make a cylindrical objects, such as beads.
S.5 to S.7: They are small axes made of siliceous shale. The edge is made after finishing the whole
body by rubbing.
S.8: It is a pounding stone made of black stone. Naturally long stone is selected.
S.9: It is a pounding stone, but considering its central hole, it may originally been a door socket.


a. The Ranges of Mud Bricks, Western Area of Tell Songor A (XX-16, 17)
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a. Pottery from Grave 65 (left: P. 13; right P. 41)
b. Stone Objects
